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Attachments: Assumptions and Limitations 

 This report is a follow up response to my earlier report 

regarding this site, dated October 18, 2016.  In that report, I 

assessed two trees, #’s 25 and 28, near a proposed driveway to the 

house on Parcel #4022903193.  Based on the original layout of the 

driveway, tree #28 would have to be removed to accommodate the 

driveway.  Because Tree 28, was a large healthy Douglas Fir, and 

a better candidate for retention than Tree #25, a big leaf maple, I 

proposed possibly moving the driveway at least 7-feet west and 

10-feet north of Tree #28 to save that tree.  This would require 

exposing roots at about that distance from the tree to evaluate 

potential roots growing under the driveway.      

 Over the last week, a contractor completed the excavation as 

I suggested and I was asked to return to the site to evaluate the exposed roots in the trench.  From 

this site visit and my observations, I can report the following: 

  

  

 

Photo 1. Tree #28 
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Findings  

1. I observed no signs that significant root damage or exposure 

occurred during this work.  Specifically: 

 Excavation exposed fine roots north of the tree in the 

trench 10-feet from the trunk.  (Photo-2).  

 Excavation exposed three significant roots from 2-inch 

to 3-inch diameter in three locations west of the tree in 

the trench 7.5-feet from the trunk.  (Photo-3, Photo-4). 

 Tree #25, the big leaf maple (Acer macrophyllum) 

appears to have structural roots traveling upslope 

under the driveway location. 

 The proposed relocation of the driveway would 

significantly impact tree #25, the big leaf maple. 

Recommendations 

1. Remove Tree #25, the big leaf maple.  

2. Tree protection fencing for tree 28 should be installed 10-

feet north of the tree and 7-feet west of the tree prior to 

work.   

3. Soil or other material above grade and within tree protection 

fencing should be removed. 

4. Due to the presence of fine roots north of the tree #28 trunk, 

a new driveway shall be installed no closer than 10-feet 

north of the trunk. 

5. West of the tree, the driveway shall be installed no closer 

than 7-feet from the trunk of the tree.   

6. The following measures are recommended for driveway 

installation west of the tree. 

 Cut the 2-inch diameter root just below grade and 

WNW of the tree (Photo-3).  The root should be 

cut with a hand or reciprocating saw. 

 Level soil surface. 

 Create a load support surface for the new driveway 

by using products such as Geoweb.  The benefit 

and reason for recommending the use of this 

product is that the subgrade preparation does not 

have to excavate as deep as would be necessary 

when installing a typical driveway roadbed.  Please 

call me for any questions.   

 

Photo 3. Tree #28 with exposed root 

WNW of tree. 

 

 

Photo 2. Tree #28 with fine roots 

north of trunk. 
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a. http://www.prestogeo.com/load_support 

7. Tree protection fencing should remain in place during all construction of the house including 

time after driveway installation. 

Here is an approximate diagram of new driveway placement (Figure-1). 

 

Let us know if you have any questions regarding the contents of this report. 

 

Figure 1. Tree #28 with exposed root WNW of tree. 

http://www.prestogeo.com/load_support

